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Mail snooping grew unaer

. By James Coates
CMeuo Tribune Press Scm«

WASHINGTON — Congressional lno

vestigators believe 2 sophisticated mail

opening operalion by the Federal Bu-.

reau of Investigatlon and the Central
Intelligence Agency may have been ex-.
tended to thousands of Americans as.
part of {he Nixon administration spying
cq,mpalgn against dissldents. ' :

Informed sources sald evidence lndi
cates thal many of 9,000 names turned’
aver {o the CIA by the Justice Depart-'

mey)' *in 1970 as targets for survelllance -
were gathered thru mall momtoring

- The CIA has admitted’ publicly that a
Joint CIA-FBI mail ‘opening operation
was in effect in'two United States citics
between 1953 and 1973. In sccret testi-

mony before the Scnate Post Office
Commilitee, they identified the cilles as,

New Orleens and New York and said

“the project was halted abruptly in 1873

because of tho Watergate acnndnl
PRI T !

A FORMER CIA agent fanilliar with

the operation, Meclvin Crain of San Dic-
go, {old The Tribune that “undelecta-
hle? ¢ eminaly and mechanleal devices

developed by agency scientists were -

nsed to open and reseal the mail.

Crain,”now a college feacher, said

that unlil he quit CIA in 1959, every .
letter to or from the Soviel Union and .-

scveral other Communist countries was
upened and copied.

Sen. Gale McGee [D., Wyo.]l, chair- .

‘man of {he Post Office Commillee, said
the CIA told him during a closed ses-
slon that the apency had recorded all
names and addresses on the oulside of
the envelopes thruout the 20-year sur-
veitlance. Thal practice is legal.
MEANWHILE, lawyers for several:
groups have charged that mail open-
ings or mail monitcring has been used
against dissident political figures. In
one case, radical Mark Rudd’s moth-
er's letter to a distant refative in Cana-
da was intercepted and police reached
the addressee before the letter did. An-
other domestic case involves a 15-yeat-
old girl who wound up in FBI subver-
sive files thru a “mail cover.” :
The maln source ‘of suspiclon thal
mail opening wenl further is the well-
publicized Huston Plan — a bhlueprint
tor o mined hag of planned  domestie

I

Nixon,

spying named after former While
House security specialist Tom Charles
Huston. Former Atty. Gen. John Mitch-
ell has testified that the plan, which
called for a massive mail opening opcr-

. ation was in force for five days in Juty

of 1970 before it was dropped.

parts of the plan apparently were latcr
implementéd piccemeal.

A PRIME INDICATION that some
form of political mail surveillance was
implemenled during the Nixon yearz is

the fact that J. Edgar Hoover,
‘the late FBI director who ob-
‘jected to most of Huston's
. tschemes, actually urged beef-
ing up a program where names
and addresses are taken from’;
mail or targeted mdxvxduals :
and filed away. i

Hoover, however, demanded
that the operation be conduct- :
ed under proper legal proce-
dures thru the use of mail cov-
ers. The federal postal code
allows bona fide law enforce- .
ment agencies, including CIA
to order postal inspectors to
record information irom enve-
lopes for them.

: In a special June, 1970, re- ::
port to the President signed by !,
Hoover in behalf of 2 commit-
tee on interagency intelligence
use of covert or illegal mail
coverage is described as “ex-
tremely successful in produc-
ing hard-core and authentic in-
telligence which is not ob-
' ta:ned from any _other
source.” _- .

. he explained, could involve i

. ]
1lowever, there are indications many | thousands “of persons because

probers told-

i However, a former member
; of the postal service’s intelli- ;
- gence gathenng operation :
- said that in some years there !
were as many as 700 legal’
mail covers operating. This, '

.the targets -are often political i
groups which receive lots of
maxl.

The Justice Department o!fi~
cial who originally acknowl-
edged he turned over the
names of the 9,000 po.mcal'
dissidents to the CIA sald'
some of those names c:.me'
from files developed by mail

vers

" JAMES “DEVINE; Tone-tire "
head of the interagency do-
mestic intelligence unit, said,
however, he doesn’t know just
how large a role they played.
- There are several Xnown -
! cases where mail spyirg has
ibeen used teo develop dossiers.
been used to develop dossiers |
on potential radicals. The :
most famous is the case of
‘Lori Paton, a 15-year-old New-
. ark, N. J., girl. .
i As part of a social studies
classroom project, she sent a
request for information to the

STAT |

"l | New York headquarters of the

i | Socialist Party. Her letter was
| intercepted by an FBI mail
" cover and agenis were dis-
patched to interview tze girl’s
school principal and her fa-
ther’s employer.
As a result of a subsequent

_ lawsuiit filed by ber parents —

i the American Civil Liberties

THE REPORT ALSO slabes
“high level postal authorities
have, in the past, provided
complete cooperation and have

" maintained full security of this
[illegal) program.” .~

i  When questioned about ac-

| tivities in both legal and ille-

! I gal mail coverage operations, '
the postal service refused to'!

| respond until the current con-
gressmnal probes into domes- !

| tic spying are completed.

Union represented ber — the
FBI admitted she had been
targeted by a 120-day mail
cover and that her file was
placed under the agency’s sub-
versive heading. .

+ OTHER “ELL }\.\O“\'
mail screening cases have
documented widespread use of
the technique overseas by
- Army intelligence units inves-

continued,

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/02/22 : CIA-RDP90-01208R000100250051-0




